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PLAIN DEALER. 





—-——— Cum vini vis penetravit 
Confequitur Gravitas Membrorum, prepediuntus 
Crura vacillanti, tardefcit lingua, madet mens, 


Nant Oculi, clamor, fingultus, jurgia glifcunt, 


Lu cRET. 
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Fripay, FEBRUARY 19. 1725. 





mH E following Letter, from 
>i the fame learned and inge- 
sf hiousHand, to which Jam 
>it Indebred for thar which was 
@.\| publifh’d ina former Paper 
(No, 60) concerning the 
_ Difference obfervable in 
} Point of Fortune; between 
# the Profeffors ofPoerry, and 
H of Pasting, cotitains fo ufe- 
3 a 4 ful a Leffon, againft a Folly, 
that is become toocommon among us, That no Sub- 
jectcou’d be more feafonable, or ftand more in need 
ofa PLAIN-DEALER, The Letter, in its Ori- 
ginal, was directed to a particular Friend of the Wri- 
ter’s : Bur Produc'd anE which renders’ it deferv- 
ing, of a more Extenfive and Publick Notice. 





SIR; 
I SH AL L now according-to-my-Promife, which I 
h 


made you on the Seventh of this Inftant, and which 

ope came toyout Hands, give-you feme Account 
of the ftrange Ravage which is made by Exceffive 
Drinking, in the Bodies and Minds, and Affairs of 
thofe who are addicted tothat Barbarous Vice. 


NATURE has contriv’d it fo, That all her 
Children, as long as they retai n their Reafom, are fond 
of Life, and.atthe fame Time, they all believe that 
Life it felf is of w hich they are fo fond, :is grievous 
Burthen, withour the Benefit-of Health ; but tho’ all 
Men ate fatisfied of the unfpeakable Value of Health, 
yet few are frugal Managers of ic: But the Drinking 
Part of Mankind are as Prodigal of it, asthe Squan- 
derer is of Mdonéy : Forno Vice whatever does fo much 
Harm to the Body; or lays the Foundation of fo ma- 
ny Difeafes, as Exceflive Drinking, Gout, Stone, Cho- 
lick, Fevers, Confumptions , Vapeurs, Afthmas, with a 
long et cetera. 


A CERTAIN Friend of Ours, whom we love very 
well, has drunk himfelfinto no lefs than Three of them, 
viz. Gout, Afthma, and Vapours ; and yet he goes on 
in his eld Courfe, as if the Juice of the Grape, like 
that of the Scorpion, could expell the Venom which 
before it infus’d; burhete I think my felfoblig’d to 


declare, that] mean, by exceffive Drinking, a con- , 


( Price Two Pence. ) 


ftant, daily, or frequent Drinkingy toa greater Quari: 
tity than is fufficient to cherifh Nature. re —_ 


ALL the reft of the Vices together, are not fo 


often punifh'd by fudden Death as exceffive Drinking 
alone is, which fometimes happens by the Maligni 

of the Vice it felf, oppreffing and ftifling Nature, and 
fometimes by the fatal Accidents which attend upon 
it as falfe Quarrels, cs oan 


. OUR, Friend whom I mention’d above, has ag 
lefs than Twice, to my Knowledge, very narrowly ef- 
cap d fudden Death, which had hke to have happend 
both Times, by Exceflive Drinking, once formerly in 
Linoolns-Inn-Fields, and another Time lately at $—— 
Now, as a Death that gives no Time for tance, 
ought to be look’d upon asthe greateft o f all Punifh- 
ments, Exceflive Drinking, ought tobe regarded ag 
the greateft of all Vices, becaufe we ought to believe, 
That Divine Juftice has proportion’d Punifbments 
tothe Crimes for which they are inflicted ; and be- 
canfe there isno Vice, by which he who ufes it, fo 
immediately Defaces or fo totally Deftroys, in him- 
felf, the Image of God, which is Reafon, I noe thar 
upon reading this, you will have the Goodnefs to ad- 
monifh our Friend, who has fo narrowly efcap’d 
twice tobeware of a third Time. 


AS the State of the Mind depends upon that of 
the Body, and the Motions of that Particle of Hea- 
venly Fire upon the Motions of the animal Spirits, 
which in time of Health, more vigoroufly, and Re- 
gularly; and Weakly and Irregularly, in. ume of Sick- 
nefi; it muft neceflarily be, that That Vice which is 
the Occafion of moft Difeafes in the Body, muft be 
likewife the Caufe of moft Difcrders in the Mind. 
And there is no Vice that is fo great an Enemy to the 
Underfianding as exceffive Drinking, or that fo often 
entirely Overturns it. Indeed, Drinking to Excefg 


while the Fir continues, fometimes ftrengthens the - 


Imagination ; but, by the fame Degrees by which ic 
raifes the Imagination, it Depreffes the Judgment, the 
former of which is common to us with Beafts, and 
the latrer with God and Angels. But then the Da 
after Drinking, the very Imagination languifhes with 
the Judgment. And Drinking to Excefs never fails, 
in time, to Quench the Imbgination, to impair the Me 
mory, andiodrown the Judgment, 

I Defire 
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1 Defire that you would admonifh one of our 
Fri-na’s Capacity to take Notice, That Bacchus is often 
a gocat Levee, that he levels the Underftandings 
of #ife Men and Fools, of the Biockhcead, and the 
Menof Senfe; and thactherefore, as ‘tis the Inrerett 
of Fools to carry on this Vice, ‘tis the Inrereft of Men 
of Senfeto avoid ir. “mt P o” 


é 

I Defire thar you would likewife pyc Hirth ih mind 
that the fame Pruviken ‘Deity is often-worfe than-a Le- 
weller ; that he is often a Subverter of the Order 
of Things, and pulls down the Rich, and exalts 
the Poor ; that is, he gives Underftanding to Fools, 
and makes Menof Senile AZadmen. For Fools hav- 
ing generally ftronger Nerves and iefs volatile Spi- 
rits, than Men of grear Underftandings, or of Beauti- 
ful Imaginattons, the fame Quantity of Spiritous Li- 
quor that will fet Fire to the Phiegm of Fools and 
by chat Means roufe their Capacities, will. make Mea 
of Senie either fupidor frantick. Ss 

: 


A S there isno Vice, which more impairs the Un- 
derftanding and weakens the Reafon, there is none 
which more inflames the Paffions, and diforders the 
Wil. Several other Vices are Solitary, and each of 
them fhuns the Company of the reft ; but exceffive 
Drinking is attended with the very worft of them, 
that is, with thofe which have the directeft Tendency 
to. the Milery and Deftruction of Men; as Gaming, 
Quarrels, Riots, Murders, &c. 


M OST other Vices are compatible with feveral Vir- 
¢ues, but Drunkennefs runs Counter to all the Duties 
of Life: A great Drinker, is, for che moft part,  nei- 
ther a good Husband, nora good Father, nora good 
Son, sora good Brother, nor a good Friend, 


© BUT ‘cis not Virtue only that Deteés Drunkennefi ; 
Meis-often abhorr'd even by Vice it felf, as by Avarice, 
Fippecrifie, Ambition, Bigottryand Luft, As this un- 
matural Sin of Drinking is atteaded. with feveral that 
bring Mifery and Deftruction on thofe who ufe them, 
@s has been faid above ; ‘tis often fhunn’d by thar Au- 
fian, Natural Vice, which tends to the Propagation 
of Mankind, as ‘much as it is Vertue. For there is no. 
ahing {© Inconfiftant or Incompatible with exceffive 
Drinking, as the Cleannefs, Elegance, and Delicacy, of 
a Courtly Gallanty. , ‘ , 


ee AS the Right: Management of Human Affairs, 
ires Health of Body, and Vigour, and Serenity of 
‘we ought not to wonder, if a Vice that breaks 


ke Ref&t in him, impairs the Underdanding, deftroys 


the’ Memory, inflames the Paffions, and debauches 
the Wail; entirely unqualifies a Man for doing what 
the’ World calls Bufine/s.. And therefore hard Drink- 
‘ing has ruin’d more Englifh Families, than all the reft 
‘of our Vices, put together ; not by the immediate 
Expence which attends upon the Vice, bur by altet- 
ing the very Natures of the Heads of Families who 


‘-aife it, and making them unfit for the Management of 


their AWiairs, of which they were very capable be- 
fore :-For other’ Vices, indeed: make Men wor/e, but 
a’ Habitude of exceflive Drinking often alrers Men, 
to that Degree, That they become the very Revere of 
what they were before, and differ more from ‘their 
former Selvet, than from their prefent’ Companions. 
Such a Habit, when it has been long contracted, has 
often made the Ambitious indolent, the Prudent in- 
confiderate, the AMive idle, and the Indu/ftrious floth- 
faland negligent : So chat their Affairs are ruin'd for 
“W ant of Application, or, By being intrufted in the 
Hiadds Of chofe, who curn them wholly ro their own 
"Advantage, and to the Ruin of thofe who employ 


them. 
¥a6 


. 


AS Perfinal Vices are the Caufe of private ;Cala. 
mities, fo Nationai Vices are the Grounds of National 
Sufferings. And as no Vice does more Harm to par. 
ticular Conftirutions, than frequent Drinking to Ex- 
cefs, or lays the Foundation of more Dileafes, and of 
more 11! Humours, in them, there is none of our 
publick Vices, which does more Harms toonr Nation- 
nal Conftitution, or occafions more Corruption im it thaa 
this pernicious Habitudé, Andas this Cuftom in paru- 
cular Perfons caufes them to negiect their privace Afiairs, 
and either to leave them wholly undone, orto ijeave 
them to be done by thofe, who will make their proper 
Advantage of them, tho to the Ruin of rkofe who 
entrufted them, as has been {aid above; the fame 
Thing is mot unlike to happen co this Drinking 
Nation. . - dicheitiins 


TO ‘be fatisfy’d of this; if we may judge of the 
Fatare by.the Paft,, we need only caft an Eye back 
upon our Eleions, in whicn Thoufands of Eng/ifb-men 
(as far asim. them lay) have fold ‘their own Liberties, 
and the Liberty of their Country, for Liquors, Efaw 
fold his Birth-Right for a Mefs of Pottage; but then 
He fold only~his own Birth-Right, and he {old it to his 
Brother; and he fold it to fuppore Nature, in the 
Extremity, of Hunger. . But Thoufands of our 
EleGors; have. fold, (as far as in them lay) not only 
their own Birth-Rights, their cwm Liberties, but the 
Liberties and Birth-Rights of their Brethren, for nau- 
feous Loads to opprefs, and deftrcy Nature, I know, 
indeed, very well, that upon thofe Occafions, in order 
to corrupt People, there isa little of the So/id made 
Ufe of fometimes, as well as'a great dea! of the Liquid, 
But I have a better Opinion. of fome of my Country. 
men, than. to believe, That they would eZ their 
Wives, their Children, and all their Posterity, for a 
Song, if, at the Time when They déd it, They were 
cool enough to confider, What it is They are about. 


. FHUS,. my dear Friend, have I endeavour’d to 
fhew the Mifchief, which exceffive Drinking does.to 
particular Perfons, in theic Bodies, Adinds, and Af- 
fairs. . 1 fhould fay fomething of the unreafonable 
Apologies which the Difciples of BACCHUS make,, 
for themfelves: Bur, having run into more Length 
than I firft intended, 1 fhall defer what I had to fay 
farther, ‘till ] have heard how youn relifh what { have 
already writ. : ) 


London, § eptember 


I am, &c, 
15, 1724. | 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Juft Publifh’d, and Ready to be Deliver’d to 
the SusscriBers (by S. Richardfon, in 
Salisbury-Court, Fleet- treet.) 


AAE MOIR S of the Reigns of FRANC ISHII. 

hand CH ARLES IX. of France, | Contain- 
ing a Particular Account of the Toree Firft Civil Wars, 
Raifed and Carried on by the Huguenots imthat King- 
dom.: ‘Wherein the moft Remarkable. Paflages in the 
Reigns of King HENRY VIII. of. England, Queen 
ELIZ ABETH, and the Unfortunate MART Queen 
of Scors, are-fet in a True Light. By AZICHAEL 
de CASTELNAUV, Lord of Mauvifiere, &c. who was 
Ambaffador for. Ten Years at the Court of Queen 
Elizabeth, and principally concern’d in the Secret. Tran- 
fa8tions of thofe Times. Done into Englifh by a Gen- 
tleman, and publith’d for his Benefit. 
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‘Ptinced for F. Roberts, at the Oxford-Arms, in Warwick-Lane. Where Compleat Serts may be had. 


